THE    NEW    DANUBIA
workmen invited to settle there by the old Czech kings
of Bohemia; and they settled there in an age when
nations, nationality, and nationalism had little meaning^
feudal rights and duties being stronger than national
rights and duties. Accordingly the international body
of experts advising the Allies at the Peace Conference
unanimously recommended that the new Czecho-
slovakia, having gained its independence from the
Habsburg Austria to which it had lost it three centuries
earlier, should be given frontiers with Germany and
Austria corresponding to the limits of the crownlands of
ancient Bohemia. The reasons were not a pious respect
for historical tradition, but economic necessity based on
vital communications and military necessity based on
Czechoslovakia's need to hold against all comers the
mountain-girt limits of her ancient home. Consequently
when post-War Austria was whisked from the map of
Europe the German Reich's frontiers ran almost round
Czechoslovakia, from the Silesian junction between
Poland, Germany, and Czechs-Slovakia in the north,
round Saxony, Bavaria, and Austria, to Bratislava (Press-
burg), capital of Slovakia and junction between the new
Germany, Hungary, and Slovakia.
Secondly, however, while Bohemia and Moravia
within the walls of the Bohemian Forest and the Ore
Mountains are flatter than any other parts of the
country, Slovakia and Ruthenia, the two eastern pro-
vinces of Czechoslovakia, are hilly and mountainous,
with little first-class agricultural land. Germany with
Austria so surrounded Bohemia and Moravia that the
German pincers threatened to cut Bohemia and Moravia
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